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is ceasing to be the granary and the smokehouse
of the Southern farmer, but the South does not
yet feed Itself. In 1917 only Maryland, Delaware,
Virginia, and Oklahoma produced a surplus of
wheat, though it is estimated that the South as a
whole reduced its deficiency by more than 35,000,-
000 bushels. The abnormal prices of agricultural
products since 1915 have brought many farmers
out of debt and set them on the road toward pros-
perity, but many have not yet realized that they
are no longer objects of commiseration. Though
the high prices of war times have brought pros-
perity to the farmer, the crying necessity today is
a larger production per man employed.

The political, as well as the economic, condition
of the South today is full of interest. Politically
the common man is in control, and as a rule he
selects men of his own type to represent him. The
primary was almost universal in the South when
the West was only thinking of it as a radical in-
novation. The day of aristocratic domination is
over, if indeed it ever really existed. In many
instances descent from well-known ancestors who
have held high positions has proved a positive det-
riment to a political candidate of today. Some of
the successful politicians, as might be expected, are